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FASTENER QUALITY  ACT  OF  1999  

P L -106-34  

(Ed i t o r i a l i z ed  t o  i n co rpo ra te  t he  1999  Amendment s  i n t o  t he  o r ig i na l  A c t )  

  

To  amend  the  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  t o  s t r eng then  t he  p ro te c t i on  aga in s t  t he  sa le  o f  
m ismarked ,  m is r ep r esen ted ,  and  coun te r f e i t  f a s t ene r s  and  e l im ina t e  unneces sa ry  
r equ i r emen t s ,  and  f o r  o the r  pu rposes .   

Be  i t  enac ted  by  the  Sena te  and  House  o f  Rep resen ta t i ves  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S ta te s  o f  Amer i ca  i n  
Cong res s  a s semb led ,  

SECTION 1 .  SHORT TITLE .  

Th i s  Ac t  may  be  c i t ed  a s  t he  `Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  Amendment s  Ac t  o f  1999 ' .  

SEC.  2 .  FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.  

Sec t i o n  2  o f  t he  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  ( 15  U .S .C .  5401)  i s  amended  t o  r ead  as  f o l l ows :  

`SEC.  2 .  FINDINGS.  

`The  Cong re s s  f i nds  t ha t - -  

` (1 )  t he  Un i t ed  S ta t e s  f a s t ene r  i ndus t r y  i s  a  s i gn i f i c an t  con t r i bu to r  t o  t he  
g loba l  e conomy ,  emp loy ing  t housands  o f  wo rke r s  i n  hund reds  o f  commun i t i e s ;  

` (2 )  t he  Amer i can  e conomy  uses  b i l l i ons  o f  f a s t ene r s  each  yea r ;  

` (3 )  s t a t e -o f - the -a r t  manu fac tu r i ng  and  imp roved  qua l i t y  a s su rance  sys tems  
have  d ramat i ca l l y  imp roved  f a s t ene r  qua l i t y ,  so  v i r t ua l l y  a l l  f a s t ene r s  so ld  i n  
commerce  mee t  o r  exceed  t he  con sensus  s t anda rds  f o r  t h e  uses  t o  wh i ch  they  
a re  app l i ed ;  

` (4 )  a  sma l l  number  o f  m ismarked ,  m is r ep r esen ted ,  and  coun te r f e i t  f a s t ene r s  
do  en te r  commerce  in  t he  Un i t ed  S t a te s ;  and  

` (5 )  mu l t i p l e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t he  i d en t i f i c a t i on  o f  f a s t ene r s  ex i s t ,  i n c l ud ing  g rade  
i d en t i f i c a t i o n  mark ings  and  manu fac tu re r ' s  i n s i gn ia ,  t o  enab l e  pu r cha se r s  and  
use r s  o f  f a s t ene r s  t o  a c cu ra t e l y  eva lua t e  t he  cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  i n d iv idua l  
f a s t ene r s . ' .  

SEC.  3 .  DEFINITIONS.  

Sec t i o n  3  o f  t he  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  ( 15  U .S .C .  5402)  i s  amended  t o  r ead  as  f o l l ows :  



`SEC.  3 .  DEFINITIONS.  

`As  used  in  t h i s  Ac t ,  t h e  t e rm- -  

` (1 )  `acc r ed i t ed  l abo ra to ry '  means  a  f a s t ene r  t e s t i ng  f a c i l i t y  u sed  t o  pe r f o rm  
end-o f - l i n e  t e s t i ng  r equ i r ed  by  a  consensus  s t anda rd  o r  s t anda rds  t o  ve r i f y  
t ha t  a  l o t  o f  f a s t ene r s  con fo rms  t o  t he  g r ade  i den t i f i c a t i o n  mark ing  c a l l ed  f o r  
i n  t he  consensus  s t anda rd  o r  s t anda rds  t o  wh i ch  t he  l o t  o f  f a s t ene r s  has  been  
manu fac tu red ,  and  wh i ch - -  

` (A )  mee t s  t he  r equ i r emen t s  o f  ISO/ IEC  Gu ide  25  ( o r  ano the r  documen t  
app roved  by  the  D i r e c to r  unde r  se c t i on  10 ( c ) ) ,  i n c lud ing  r ev i s i ons  f r om  
t ime  t o  t ime ;  and  

` (B )  has  been  ac c red i t ed  by  a  l abo ra to ry  a c c red i t a t i on  body  tha t  mee t s  
t he  r equ i r emen t s  o f  ISO/ IEC  Gu ide  58  ( o r  ano the r  documen t  app roved  
by  the  D i r e c to r  unde r  se c t i on  10(d ) ) ,  i n c l ud i ng  r ev i s i ons  f r om t ime  t o  
t ime;  

` (2 )  ` consensus  s t anda rd '  means  t he  p rov i s i o ns  o f  a  documen t  t ha t  desc r ib es  
f a s t ene r  cha rac te r i s t i c s  pub l i shed  by  a  consensus  s t anda rds  o rgan i za t i on  o r  a  
Fede ra l  agency ,  and  does  no t  i n c l ude  a  p rop r i e t a ry  s t anda rd ;  

` (3 )  ` consensus  s t anda rds  o rgan i z a t i on '  means  the  Amer i can  So c i e t y  f o r  
Tes t ing  and  Ma te r i a l s ,  t he  Amer i can  Na t i ona l  S t anda rds  I n s t i t u t e ,  t he  Amer i c an  
Soc ie t y  o f  Mechan i ca l  Eng inee r s ,  t he  Soc i e t y  o f  Au tomot ive  Eng inee r s ,  t h e  
I n te rna t i ona l  O rgan i za t i on  f o r  S tanda rd i z a t i on ,  any  o the r  o r gan i z a t i o n  
i d en t i f i ed  a s  a  Un i t ed  S ta te s  consensus  s t anda rds  o rgan i za t i on  o r  a  f o r e ign  and  
in t e rna t i ona l  consensus  s t anda rds  o rgan i za t i on  in  t he  Fede ra l  Reg i s t e r  a t  61  
Fed .  Reg .  50582-83  (Sep tember  26 ,  1996) ,  and  any  suc cesso r  o rgan i z a t i on s  
t he r e to ;  

` (4 )  `D i r e c to r '  means  the  D i r e c to r  o f  t he  Na t i ona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  S tanda rds  and  
Techno logy ;  

` (5 )  `d i s t r i bu to r '  means  a  pe r son  who  pu r cha ses  f a s t ene r s  f o r  t he  pu rpose  o f  
r e se l l i ng  t hem a t  who le sa l e  t o  una f f i l i a t ed  pe r sons  w i th in  t he  Un i t ed  S ta te s  ( an  
o r ig ina l  equ ipmen t  manu fac tu re r  and  i t s  dea l e r s  sha l l  be  cons id e r ed  a f f i l i a t ed  
pe r sons  f o r  pu rposes  o f  t h i s  Ac t ) ;  

` (6 )  ` f a s t ene r '  means  a  meta l l i c  s c r ew ,  nu t ,  bo l t ,  o r  s tud  hav ing  in t e rna l  o r  
ex te rna l  t h r eads ,  w i t h  a  nom ina l  d i ame te r  o f  6  m i l l ime te r s  o r  g rea te r ,  i n  t he  
case  o f  such  i t ems  des c r ibed  in  me t r i c  t e rms ,  o r  1 /4  in ch  o r  g rea te r ,  i n  t he  
case  o f  su ch  i t ems  des c r ibed  i n  t e rms  o f  t he  Eng l i sh  sy s t em o f  measu remen t ,  
o r  a  l oad - i nd i ca t ing  washe r ,  t ha t  i s  t h rough-ha rdened  o r  r ep resen ted  a s  
mee t ing  a  consensus  s t anda rd  tha t  ca l l s  f o r  t h rough-ha rden ing ,  and  tha t  i s  
g rade  i d en t i f i c a t i on  marked  o r  r ep r esen t ed  a s  mee t ing  a  c onsensus  s t anda rd  
tha t  r equ i r e s  g rade  i d en t i f i c a t i on  mark ing ,  excep t  t ha t  such  t e rm does  no t  
i n c lude  any  s c rew ,  nu t ,  bo l t ,  s t ud ,  o r  l oad - i nd i c a t ing  washe r  t ha t  i s - -  

` (A )  pa r t  o f  an  a s semb ly ;  

` (B )  a  pa r t  t ha t  i s  o rde red  f o r  u se  a s  a  spa r e ,  subs t i t u t e ,  s e rv i ce ,  o r  
r ep la c emen t  pa r t ,  un le s s  t ha t  pa r t  i s  i n  a  package  con ta in i ng  more  than  



75  o f  any  such  pa r t  a t  t he  t ime  o f  sa l e ,  o r  a  pa r t  t ha t  i s  c on ta ined  in  an  
a s semb ly  k i t ;  

` (C )  p roduced  and  marked  as  ASTM A  307  G rade  A ,  o r  a  successo r  
s t anda rd  t he re to ;  

` (D)  p roduced  in  a c co rdance  w i t h  ASTM  F  432 ,  o r  a  suc ce sso r  s t anda rd  
the r e to ;  

` (E )  spec i f i c a l l y  manu f ac tu red  f o r  u se  on  an  a i r c r a f t  i f  t h e  qua l i t y  and  
su i t ab i l i t y  o f  t hose  f a s t ene r s  f o r  t ha t  u se  has  been  app roved - -  

` ( i )  by  the  Fede ra l  Av ia t i on  Adm in i s t r a t i on ;  o r  

` ( i i )  by  a  f o re ign  a i rwo r th ine ss  au tho r i t y  a s  desc r ib ed  in  pa r t  
21 .29 ,  21 .500 ,  21 .502 ,  o r  21 .617  o f  t i t l e  14  o f  t he  Code  o f  
Fede ra l  Regu la t i ons ;  

` (F )  manu fac tu red  i n  a c co rdance  w i t h  a  f a s t ene r  qua l i t y  a s su ran ce  
sy s t em;  o r  

` (G)  manu fac tu red  t o  a  p rop r i e t a ry  s t anda rd ,  whe the r  o r  no t  such  
p rop r i e t a ry  s t anda rd  d i r e c t l y  o r  i nd i r e c t l y  r e f e r ences  a  consensus  
s t anda rd  o r  any  po r t i on  t he r eo f ;  

` (7 )  ` f a s t ene r  qua l i t y  a s su rance  sy s tem '  means - -  

` (A )  a  sys t em tha t  mee t s  t he  r equ i r emen t s ,  i n c lud ing  r ev i s i ons  f r om 
t ime  t o  t ime ,  o f - -  

` ( i )  I n t e rna t i ona l  O rgan i za t i o n  f o r  S tanda rd i z a t i on  ( ISO)  
S tanda rd  9000 ,  9001 ,  9002 ,  o r  TS16949;  

` ( i i )  Qua l i t y  Sys tem (QS)  9000  S tanda rd ;  

` ( i i i )  Ve rband  de r  Au tomob i l i ndus t r i e  e .  V .  (VDA)  6 .1  S tanda rd ;  
o r  

` ( i v )  Ae rospace  Bas i c  Qua l i t y  Sys tem S tanda rd  AS9000;  o r  

` (B )  any  f a s t ene r  manu fac tu r ing  sys tem- -  

` ( i )  t ha t  ha s  a s  a  s t a t ed  goa l  t he  p reven t i on  o f  de f e c t s  t h rough  
con t inuous  improvemen t ;  

` ( i i )  t ha t  seeks  t o  a t t a in  t he  goa l  s t a t ed  in  c l ause  ( i )  by  
i n co rpo ra t i ng - -  

` ( I )  advanced  qua l i t y  p lann ing ;  

` ( I I )  mon i t o r ing  and  con t ro l  o f  t he  manu fac tu r ing  
p rocess ;  



`( I I I )  p roduc t  ve r i f i c a t i on  embod i ed  in  a  comprehens iv e  
wr i t t en  con t ro l  p l an  f o r  p roduc t  and  p rocess  
cha rac t e r i s t i c s ,  and  p r ocess  con t r o l s  ( i n c l ud ing  p rocess  
i n f l uence  f a c to r s  and  s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o cess  con t r o l ) ,  t e s t s ,  
and  measu remen t  sy s t ems  t o  be  used  in  p roduc t i on ;  and  

` ( IV )  t he  c r ea t i on ,  ma in t enance ,  and  r e t en t i on  o f  
e l e c t r on i c ,  pho tog raph i c ,  o r  pape r  r e co rds  r equ i r ed  by  
the  con t ro l  p l an  r ega rd ing  the  in spec t i ons ,  t e s t s ,  and  
measu remen t s  pe r f o rmed  pu r suan t  t o  t he  con t ro l  p l an ;  
and  

` ( i i i )  t ha t - -  

` ( I )  i s  sub j ec t  t o  ce r t i f i c a t i on  in  a c co rdance  w i th  t he  
r equ i r emen t s  o f  ISO/ IEC  Gu ide  62  ( o r  ano the r  documen t  
app roved  by  the  D i r e c to r  unde r  se c t i on  10 (a ) ) ,  i n c l ud ing  
r ev i s i on s  f r om t ime  t o  t ime ,  by  a  t h i r d  pa r t y  who  i s  
a c c red i t ed  by  an  a c c r ed i t a t i on  body  in  a c co rdance  w i t h  
t he  r equ i r emen t s  o f  ISO/ IEC  Gu ide  61  ( o r  ano the r  
documen t  app roved  by  the  D i r e c to r  unde r  se c t i on  10 (b ) ) ,  
i n c lud ing  r ev i s i ons  f r om t ime  t o  t ime;  o r  

` ( I I )  unde rgoes  r egu la r  o r  r andom eva lua t i on  and  
as sessmen t  by  the  end  use r  o r  end  use r s  o f  t he  s c rews ,  
nu t s ,  bo l t s ,  s t uds ,  o r  l oad - ind i ca t ing  washe r s  p roduced  
unde r  such  f a s t ene r  manu fac tu r ing  sys t em to  ensu re  t ha t  
such  sys t em mee t s  t he  r equ i r emen t s  o f  c l au ses  ( i )  and  
( i i ) ;  

` (8 )  `g rade  i d en t i f i c a t i on  mark ing '  means  any  g rade -mark  o r  p rope r t y  c l a s s  
symbo l  appea r ing  on  a  f a s t ene r  pu rpo r t i ng  t o  i nd i ca t e  t ha t  t he  l o t  o f  f a s t ene r s  
con fo rms  t o  a  spec i f i c  c onsensus  s t anda rd ,  bu t  such  t e rm  does  no t  i n c lude  a  
manu fac tu re r ' s  i n s i gn ia  o r  pa r t  number ;  

` (9 )  ` impor te r '  means  a  d i s t r i bu to r  l o ca ted  w i th in  t he  Un i t ed  S t a te s  who  
con t ra c t s  f o r  t he  i n i t i a l  pu r chase  o f  f a s t ene r s  manu fac tu red  ou t s id e  t he  Un i t ed  
S ta te s ;  

` (10 )  ` lo t '  means  a  quan t i t y  o f  f a s t ene r s  o f  one  pa r t  number  f ab r i c a ted  by  t he  
same  p roduc t i on  p ro ces s  f r om the  same co i l  o r  hea t  number  o f  me ta l  a s  
p rov id ed  by  the  meta l  manu fac tu re r ;  

` (11 )  `manu fac tu re r '  means  a  pe r son  who  f ab r i c a t e s  f a s t ene r s  f o r  sa l e  i n  
c ommerce ;  

` (12 )  `p rop r i e t a ry  s t anda rd '  means  the  p r ov i s i o ns  o f  a  documen t  t ha t  
desc r ib es  cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  a  s c r ew ,  nu t ,  bo l t ,  s t ud ,  o r  l oad - ind i ca t i ng  washe r  
and  i s  i s sued  by  a  pe r son  who- -  

` (A )  u ses  s c rews ,  nu t s ,  bo l t s ,  s t uds ,  o r  l oad - ind i ca t ing  washe r s  i n  t he  
manu fac tu re ,  a s semb ly ,  o r  s e rv i c i ng  o f  i t s  p roduc t s ;  and  



`(B)  w i t h  r e spec t  t o  s uch  s c rews ,  nu t s ,  bo l t s ,  s t uds ,  o r  washe r s ,  i s  a  
deve lope r  and  i s sue r  o f  des c r ip t i on s  t ha t  have  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  s im i l a r  t o  
consensus  s t anda rds  and  tha t  bea r  such  use r ' s  i d en t i f i c a t i o n ;  

` (13 )  ` re co rd  o f  con fo rmance '  means  a  r e co rd  o r  r e co rds  f o r  each  l o t  o f  
f a s t ene r s  so ld  o r  o f f e r ed  f o r  sa l e  t ha t  con ta in s - -  

` (A )  t he  name  and  add ress  o f  t he  manu fac tu r e r ;  

` (B )  a  des c r ip t i on  o f  t he  t ype  o f  f a s t ene r ;  

` (C )  t he  l o t  number ;  

` (D)  t he  nom ina l  d imens ions  o f  t he  f a s t ene r  ( i n c lud ing  d iame te r  and  
l eng th  o f  bo l t s  o r  s c r ews ) ,  t h read  f o rm,  and  c l a s s  o f  f i t ;  

` (E )  t he  c onsensus  s t anda rd  o r  spec i f i c a t i ons  t o  wh i ch  the  l o t  o f  
f a s t ene r s  has  been  manu fac tu red ,  i n c lud ing  the  da te ,  number ,  r ev i s i o n ,  
and  o the r  i n f o rma t ion  su f f i c i en t  t o  i den t i f y  t he  pa r t i cu l a r  consensus  
s t anda rd  o r  spec i f i c a t i o ns  be ing  r e f e renced ;  

` ( F )  t he  chem is t r y  and  g rade  o f  ma te r i a l ;  

` (G)  t he  c oa t i ng  ma te r i a l  and  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  and  the  app l i c ab l e  
consensus  s t anda rd  o r  s pec i f i c a t i on s  f o r  such  c oa t i ng ;  and  

` (H)  t he  r e su l t s  o r  a  summary  o f  r e su l t s  o f  any  t e s t s  pe r f o rmed  f o r  t h e  
pu rpose  o f  ve r i f y ing  t ha t  a  l o t  o f  f a s t ene r s  con fo rms  t o  i t s  g rade  
i d en t i f i c a t i o n  mark ing  o r  t o  t he  g rade  i den t i f i c a t i on  mark i ng  the  l o t  o f  
f a s t ene r s  i s  r ep re sen t ed  t o  mee t ;  

` (14 )  ` r ep r esen t '  means  t o  desc r ib e  one  o r  more  o f  a  f a s t ene r ' s  pu rpo r t ed  
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  i n  a  documen t  o r  s t a t emen t  t ha t  i s  t r ansm i t t ed  t o  a  pu r chase r  
t h rough  any  med ium;  

` (15)  `Sec r e ta ry '  means  the  Sec r e t a ry  o f  Commerce ;  

` (16 )  `spec i f i c a t i ons '  means  the  r equ i r ed  cha rac te r i s t i c s  i d en t i f i e d  i n  t he  
con t ra c tua l  ag reemen t  w i t h  t he  manu fac tu re r  o r  t o  wh i ch  a  f a s t ene r  i s  
o the rw i se  p roduced ,  excep t  t ha t  t he  t e rm  does  no t  i n c lude  p rop r i e t a ry  
s t anda rds ;  and  

` (17 )  ` th rough-ha rden '  means  hea t ing  above  the  t r ans f o rma t ion  t empera tu r e  
f o l l owed  by  quench ing  and  t emper ing  f o r  t h e  pu rpose  o f  a ch i ev ing  un i f o rm  
ha rdness . ' .  

SEC.  4 .  SALE  OF  FASTENERS.  

( a )  AMENDMENT-  Sec t i o ns  5  th rough  7  o f  t h e  Fa s tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  ( 15  U .S .C .  5404-6 )  
a re  r epea l ed ,  and  the  f o l l ow ing  new  sec t i on  i s  i n s e r t ed  a f t e r  s ec t i on  3  o f  such  Ac t :  

`SEC.  4 .  SALE  OF  FASTENERS.  



`(a )  GENERAL  RULE-  I t  sha l l  be  un law fu l  f o r  a  manu f ac tu re r  o r  d i s t r i bu to r ,  i n  
con junc t i on  w i t h  t he  sa l e  o r  o f f e r  f o r  sa l e  o f  f a s t ene r s  f r om a  s ing le  l o t ,  t o  know ing ly  
m is r ep re sen t  o r  f a l s i f y - -  

` (1 )  t he  r e co rd  o f  con fo rmance  f o r  t he  l o t  o f  f a s t ene r s ;  

` (2 )  t he  i d en t i f i c a t i on ,  cha rac t e r i s t i c s ,  p rope r t i e s ,  mechan i ca l  o r  pe r f o rmance  
marks ,  chem is t r y ,  o r  s t r eng th  o f  t he  l o t  o f  f a s t ene r s ;  o r  

` (3 )  t he  manu fac tu re r ' s  i n s i gn ia .  

` (b )  REPRESENTATIONS-  A  d i r e c t  o r  i nd i r e c t  r e f e rence  t o  a  consensus  s t anda rd  t o  
r ep re sen t  t ha t  a  f a s t ene r  con fo rms  t o  pa r t i c u la r  r equ i r emen t s  o f  t he  consensus  
s t anda rd  sha l l  no t  be  c ons t rued  as  a  r ep resen ta t i on  tha t  t he  f a s t ene r  mee t s  a l l  t he  
r equ i r emen t s  o f  t he  con sensus  s t anda rd .  

` ( c )  SPECIF ICAT IONS-  A  d i r e c t  o r  i nd i r e c t  con t r a c tua l  r e f e r ence  t o  a  consensus  
s t anda rd  f o r  t he  pu rpose  o f  i den t i f y ing  pa r t i c u la r  r equ i r emen t s  o f  t he  consensus  
s t anda rd  tha t  se rve  a s  spec i f i c a t i ons  sha l l  n o t  be  cons t rued  t o  r equ i r e  t ha t  t he  
f a s t ene r  mee t  a l l  t he  r equ i r emen t s  o f  t he  consensus  s t anda rd .  

` (d )  USE  OF  ACCREDITED  LABORATORIES-  In  t he  case  o f  f a s t ene r s  manu fac tu red  
so l e l y  t o  a  consensus  s t anda rd  o r  s t anda rd s ,  end -o f - l i ne  t e s t i ng  r equ i r ed  by  the  
consensus  s t anda rd  o r  s t anda rds ,  i f  any ,  f o r  t he  pu rpose  o f  ve r i f y ing  t ha t  a  l o t  o f  
f a s t ene r s  c on fo rms  w i t h  t he  g rade  i d en t i f i c a t i on  mark ing  ca l l ed  f o r  i n  t he  consensus  
s t anda rd  o r  s t anda rds  t o  wh i ch  t he  l o t  o f  f a s t ene r s  has  been  manu f ac tu red  sha l l  be  
conduc ted  by  an  a c c red i t ed  l abo ra to ry . ' .  

( b )  E f f e c t i v e  Da te :  Subsec t i on  (d )  o f  s ec t i on  4  o f  t he  Fas t ene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t ,  a s  added  
by  subsec t i on  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s ec t i on ,  s ha l l  t ake  e f f e c t  2  yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  da te  o f  enac tmen t  
o f  t h i s  A c t .  

Ed i tor ia l  Note :  The  las t  s ta tement  (b)  means  that  the  requ i red  use  o f  accred i ted  
laborator ies  wi l l  no t  go  in to  e f fec t  unt i l  2  years  a f te r  the  b i l l  i s  s igned  by  the  
Pres ident .  

SEC.  5 .  MANUFACTURERS '  INSIGNIAS.  

Sec t i o n  8  o f  t he  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  ( 15  U .S .C .  5407)  i s  r edes igna ted  as  sec t i on  5  
and  i s  amended - -  

(1 )  by  amend ing  subsec t i on  ( a )  t o  r ead  a s  f o l l ows :  

` (a )  GENERAL  RULE-  Un l e s s  t he  s pec i f i c a t i on s  p rov id e  o the rw i se ,  f a s t ene r s  t ha t  a re  
r equ i r ed  by  the  app l i c ab l e  consensus  s t anda rd  o r  s t anda rds  t o  bea r  an  i n s ign i a  
i d en t i f y i ng  t he i r  manu f ac tu re r  sha l l  no t  be  o f f e r ed  f o r  sa l e  o r  so l d  i n  commerce  
un l e s s - -  

` (1 )  t he  f a s t ene r s  bea r  such  in s ign i a ;  and  

` (2 )  t he  manu fac tu re r  has  comp l i ed  w i th  t he  in s ign i a  r e co rda t i on  r equ i r emen t s  
e s t ab l i s hed  unde r  subsec t i on  (b ) . ' ;  and  



(2 )  i n  subsec t i on  (b ) ,  by  s t r i k ing  `and  p r i va t e  l abe l '  and  a l l  t ha t  f o l l ows  and  
in se r t i ng  `desc r ib ed  in  subsec t i on  ( a ) . ' .  

Ed i tor ia l  Note :  Sec t ion  5(b)  wi l l  read  as  fo l lows:  

( b )  RECORDATION .  — The  Sec re t a ry  sha l l  e s t ab l i sh ,  by  r egu la t i on ,  a  p rog ram to  
p rov id e  f o r  t he  r e co rda t i on  o f  t h e  i n s ign ia s  o f  manu fac tu r e r s  d esc r ib ed  i n  subsec t i on  
( a ) .  

End  o f  Ed i tor ia l  Note .  

SEC.  6 .  REMEDIES  AND PENALTIES .  

Sec t i o n  9  o f  t he  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  ( 15  U .S .C .  5408)  i s  r edes igna ted  as  sec t i on  6  
and  i s  amended - -  

(1 )  i n  subsec t i on  (b ) (3 ) ,  by  s t r i k i ng  `o f  t h i s  s ec t i on '  and  in s e r t i ng  `o f  t h i s  
subsec t i on ' ;  

( 2 )  i n  subsec t i on  (b ) (4 ) ,  by  i n se r t i ng  `a rb i t r a t e , '  a f t e r  `Sec re t a ry  may ' ;  and  

(3 )  i n  subsec t i on  (d ) - -  

(A )  by  in s e r t i ng  ` (1 ) '  a f t e r  `ENFORCEMENT-  ' ;  and  

(B )  by  add ing  a t  t he  end  the  f o l l ow ing  new  pa rag raph:  

` (2 )  The  Sec re ta ry  sha l l  e s t ab l i sh  and  ma in ta i n  a  ho t l i n e  sys tem to  f a c i l i t a t e  
t he  r epo r t i ng  o f  a l l eged  v io l a t i on s  o f  t h i s  Ac t ,  and  the  Sec re ta ry  sha l l  eva lua te  
a l l ega t i o ns  r epo r t ed  th r ough  tha t  sy s t em and  r epo r t  any  c r ed ib l e  a l l ega t i ons  t o  
t he  A t t o rney  Gene ra l . ' .  

Ed i tor ia l  Note :  Sec t ion  6  wi l l  read  as  fo l lows:  

SECTION 6 .  REMEDIES  AND PENALTIES .  15  USC  5408  

( a )  C IV I L  REMEDIES .  —  (1 )  The  A t t o rney  Gene ra l  may  b r ing  an  a c t i on  in  an  
app rop r i a t e  Un i t ed  S ta te s  d i s t r i c t  c ou r t  f o r  app rop r i a t e  dec la ra to r y  and  in j un c t i v e  
r e l i e f  aga in s t  any  pe r son  who  v io l a t e s  t h i s  Ac t  o r  any  r egu l a t i on  unde r  t h i s  Ac t .  

( 2 )  An  a c t i o n  unde r  pa rag raph  (1 )  may  no t  be  b rough t  more  t han  10  yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  
da te  on  wh i ch  t he  cause  o f  a c t i on  a c c rues .  

( b )  C IV IL  PENALT IES .  —  (1 )  Any  pe r son  who  i s  de te rm ined  by  t he  Sec re ta ry ,  a f t e r  
no t i c e  and  an  oppo r tun i t y  f o r  a  hea r ing ,  t o  have  v io l a t ed  t h i s  Ac t  o r  any  r egu la t i on  
unde r  t h i s  A c t  sha l l  b e  l i ab l e  t o  t he  Un i t ed  S ta t e s  f o r  a  c i v i l  pena l t y  o f  no t  more  than  
$25 ,000  f o r  each  v io l a t i on .  

(2 )  The  amoun t  o f  t he  pena l t y  sha l l  be  a s sessed  by  the  sec re ta ry  by  wr i t t en  no t i c e .  I n  
de te rm in i ng  the  amoun t  o f  t h e  pena l t y ,  t h e  Sec r e ta ry  sha l l  c ons id e r  t he  na tu re ,  
c i r cums tances ,  and  g rav i t y  o f  t he  v io l a t i on  and ,  w i t h  r e spec t  t o  t he  pe r son  f ound  t o  
have  commi t t ed  t he  v io l a t i on ,  t he  deg ree  o f  cu lpab i l i t y ,  any  h i s t o ry  o f  p r i o r  
v i o l a t i ons ,  t he  e f f e c t  on  ab i l i t y  t o  con t inue  t o  do  bus ine ss ,  any  good  f a i t h  a t t empt  t o  



ach ieve  comp l i ance ,  ab i l i t y  t o  pay  the  pena l t y ,  and  such  o the r  ma t t e r s  a s  j u s t i c e  may  
r equ i r e .  

( 3 )  Any  pe r son  aga in s t  whom a  c i v i l  pena l t y  i s  a s ses sed  unde r  pa rag raph  (2 )  o f  t h i s  
subsec t i on  may  ob ta in  r ev i ew  the r eo f  i n  t he  app rop r i a t e  c ou r t  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta t e s  by  
f i l i ng  a  no t i c e  o f  appea l  i n  such  cou r t  w i t h in  30  days  f r om the  da t e  o f  such  o rde r  and  
by  s imu l t aneous ly  s end ing  a  copy  o f  such  no t i c e  by  ce r t i f i ed  ma i l  t o  t he  Sec r e t a ry .  
The  f i nd ing s  and  o rde r  o f  t he  Sec re ta ry  sha l l  be  se t  a s i de  by  such  cou r t  i f  t hey  a r e  
f ound  t o  be  unsuppo r t ed  by  subs tan t i a l  ev id ence ,  a s  p rov id ed  in  sec t i on  706(2 )  o f  
t i t l e  5 ,  Un i t ed  S ta t es  Code .  

( 4 )  The  Sec re ta ry  may  a rb i t r a t e ,  c omprom ise ,  mod i f y ,  o r  r em i t ,  w i t h  o r  w i t hou t  
cond i t i ons ,  any  c i v i l  pena l t y  wh i ch  i s  sub j ec t  t o  impos i t i on  o r  wh i ch  has  been  imposed  
unde r  t h i s  s ec t i on  p r i o r  t o  r e f e r r a l  t o  t he  A t t o rney  Gene ra l  unde r  pa rag raph  (5 ) .  

( 5 )  A  c i v i l  pena l t y  a s sessed  unde r  t h i s  subsec t i on  may  be  r e cove red  in  an  a c t i on  
b rough t  by  the  A t t o rney  Gene ra l  on  beha l f  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S ta te s  i n  t he  app rop r i a t e  
d i s t r i c t  c ou r t  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta te s .  I n  such  a c t i on ,  t h e  va l i d i t y  and  app rop r i a t eness  o f  
t he  f i na l  o r de r  impos ing  the  c i v i l  p ena l t y  sha l l  no t  be  sub j e c t  t o  r ev iew .  

(6 )  Fo r  t he  pu rpose  o f  conduc t ing  any  hea r ing  unde r  t h i s  s e c t i on ,  t he  Sec r e ta ry  may  
i s sue  subpoenas  f o r  t h e  a t t endance  and  t e s t imony  o f  w i t nesses  and  t he  p roduc t i on  o f  
r e l evan t  pape r s ,  book s ,  and  documen t s ,  and  may  adm in i s t e r  oa ths .  W i tnes ses  
summoned  sha l l  be  pa id  t he  same  f ees  and  m i l eage  tha t  a re  pa id  t o  w i t ne sses  i n  t he  
cou r t s  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a te s .  I n  case  o f  con tempt  o r  r e fu sa l  t o  obey  a  subpoena  se rved  
upon  any  pe r son  pu r suan t  t o  t h i s  p a rag raph ,  t he  d i s t r i c t  cou r t  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S ta t e s  f o r  
any  d i s t r i c t  i n  wh i ch  such  pe r son  i s  f ound ,  r e s ides ,  o r  t r ansac t s  bus iness ,  upon  
app l i c a t i on  by  the  Un i t ed  S ta te s  and  a f t e r  no t i c e  t o  such  pe r son ,  sha l l  have  
j u r i sd i c t i on  t o  i s sue  an  o rde r  r equ i r i ng  such  pe r son  t o  appea r  and  g ive  t e s t imony  
be fo re  t he  Sec r e ta ry  o r  t o  appea r  and  p roduce  documen t s  be fo re  t he  Sec re ta r y ,  o r  
bo th ,  and  any  f a i l u r e  t o  obey  such  o rde r  o f  t he  cou r t  may  be  pun i shed  by  such  cou r t  
a s  a  con tempt  t he r eo f .  

( c )  CR IMINAL  PENALT IES .  —  (1 )  Whoeve r  know ing ly  ce r t i f i e s ,  ma rk s ,  o f f e r s  f o r  s a le ,  
o r  se l l s  a  f a s t ene r  i n  v i o l a t i on  o f  t h i s  Ac t  o r  a  r egu la t i on  unde r  t h i s  A c t  sha l l  be  f i n ed  
unde r  t i t l e  18 ,  Un i t ed  S ta te s  Code ,  o r  impr i soned  no t  more  tha t  5  y ea r s ,  o r  bo th .  

(2 )  Whoeve r  i n t en t i ona l l y  f a i l s  t o  ma in ta i n  r e co rds  r e l a t i ng  t o  a  f a s t ene r  i n  v io l a t i on  
o f  t h i s  Ac t  o r  a  r egu la t i on  unde r  t h i s  A c t  sha l l  be  f i ned  unde r  t i t l e  18 ,  Un i t ed  S t a tes  
Code ,  o r  impr i soned  no t  more  t han  5  yea r s ,  o r  bo th .  

(3 )  Whoeve r  neg l i g en t l y  f a i l s  t o  ma in ta in  r e co rd s  r e l a t i ng  t o  a  f a s t ene r  i n  v io l a t i on  o f  
t h i s  A c t  o r  a  r egu la t i on  unde r  t h i s  Ac t  s ha l l  be  f i ned  unde r  t i t l e  18 ,  Un i t ed  S t a te s  
Code ,  o r  impr i soned  no t  more  t han  2  yea r s ,  o r  bo th .  

( d )  ENFORCEMENT .  — ( 1 )  The  Sec r e ta ry  may  des igna t e  o f f i c e r s  o r  emp loyees  o f  t he  
Depa r tmen t  o f  Commerce  t o  conduc t  i nve s t i ga t i ons  pu r suan t  t o  t h i s  Ac t .  I n  conduc t ing  
such  i nves t i ga t i ons ,  t hose  o f f i c e r s  o r  emp loyees  may ,  t o  t he  ex ten t  necessa r y  o r  
app rop r i a t e  t o  t he  en fo r cemen t  o f  t h i s  Ac t ,  exe r c i s e  such  au tho r i t i e s  a s  a re  con fe r r ed  
upon  them by  o the r  l aws  o f  t he  Un i t ed  S ta t e s ,  sub je c t  t o  po l i c i e s  and  p rocedu res  
app roved  by  t he  A t t o rney  Gene ra l .  

( 2 )  The  Sec re ta ry  sha l l  e s t ab l i sh  and  ma in t a in  a  ho t l i ne  sys tem to  f a c i l i t a t e  t he  
r epo r t i ng  o f  a l l eged  v io l a t i ons  o f  t h i s  Ac t ,  and  t he  Sec re ta r y  sha l l  eva lua te  a l l ega t i ons  
r epo r t ed  th rough  tha t  sy s t em and  r epo r t  any  c red ib l e  a l l ega t i ons  t o  t he  A t t o rney  
Gene ra l .  



End  o f  Ed i t o r i a l  No te .  

SEC.  7 .  RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS.  

Sec t i o n  10  o f  t he  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  ( 15  U .S .C .  5409)  i s  r edes igna t ed  as  sec t i o n  7  
and  i s  amended  by  s t r i k ing  subsec t i ons  ( a )  and  (b )  and  in se r t i ng  t he  f o l l ow ing :  

`Manu fac t u r e r s  and  impo r te r s  sha l l  r e t a i n  t he  r e co rd  o f  con fo rmance  f o r  f a s t ene r s  f o r  
5  yea r s ,  on  pape r  o r  i n  pho tog raph i c  o r  e l e c t r on i c  f o rma t  i n  a  manne r  t ha t  a l l ows  f o r  
ve r i f i c a t i on  o f  au then t i c i t y .  Upon  r eques t  o f  a  d i s t r i b u to r  who  has  pu r chased  a  
f a s t ene r ,  o r  a  pe r son  who  has  pu r chased  a  f a s t ene r  f o r  u se  in  t he  p roduc t i on  o f  a  
commerc ia l  p roduc t ,  t he  manu fac tu r e r  o r  impo r t e r  o f  t he  f a s t ene r  sha l l  make  ava i l ab l e  
i n f o rma t ion  in  t he  r e co rd  o f  con fo rmance  t o  t he  r eques te r . ' .  

SEC.  8 .  RELATIONSHIP  TO STATE  LAWS.  

Sec t i o n  11  o f  t he  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  ( 15  U .S .C .  5410)  i s  r edes igna ted  as  sec t i on  8 .  

Ed i tor ia l  Note :  Sec t ion  8  wi l l  read  as  fo l lows:  

No th ing  in  t h i s  A c t  sha l l  be  cons t rued  t o  p reempt  any  r i gh t s  o r  causes  o f  a c t i on  t ha t  
any  buye r  may  have  w i t h  r e spec t  t o  any  se l l e r  o f  f a s t ene r s  unde r  t he  l aw  o f  any  
S ta te ,  excep t  t o  t he  ex ten t  t ha t  t he  p rov i s i o ns  o f  t h i s  A c t  a re  i n  con f l i c t  w i t h  such  
S ta te  l aw .  

End  o f  Ed i tor ia l  Note .  

SEC.  9 .  CONSTRUCTION.  

Sec t i o n  12  o f  t he  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  ( 15  U .S .C .  5411)  i s  r edes igna t ed  as  sec t i o n  9  
and  i s  amended  by  s t r i k ing  ` in  e f f e c t  on  the  da te  o f  t he  enac tmen t  o f  t h i s  Ac t ' .  

Ed i tor ia l  Note :  Sec t ion  9  wi l l  read  as  fo l lows:  

No th ing  i n  t h i s  A c t  s ha l l  be  cons t rued  t o  l im i t  o r  o the rw i s e  a f f e c t  t he  au tho r i t y  o f  any  
consensus  s t anda rds  o r gan i za t i o n  t o  e s t ab l i sh ,  mod i f y ,  o r  w i t hd raw  any  s t anda rds  and  
spec i f i c a t i o ns  unde r  any  o the r  l aw  o r  au tho r i t y  i n  e f f e c t .  

End  o f  Ed i tor ia l  Note .  

SEC.  10 .  CERTIFICATION AND ACCREDITATION.  

Sec t i o ns  13  and  15  o f  t he  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  ( 15  U .S .C .  5412  and  14)  a re  r epea l ed ,  
and  the  f o l l ow ing  new  sec t i on  i s  i n s e r t ed  a t  t he  end  o f  t ha t  Ac t :  

`SEC.  10 .  CERTIFICATION AND ACCREDITATION.  

` ( a )  CERT IF ICAT ION-  A  pe r son  pub l i sh ing  a  documen t  se t t i ng  f o r t h  gu idance  o r  
r equ i r emen t s  f o r  t he  ce r t i f i c a t i on  o f  manu fac tu r ing  sy s t ems  as  f a s t ene r  qua l i t y  
a s su rance  s y s t ems  by  an  a c c red i t ed  t h i r d  pa r t y  may  pe t i t i on  t he  D i r e c to r  t o  app rove  
such  documen t  f o r  u se  a s  desc r ib ed  i n  se c t i o n  3 (7 ) (B ) ( i i i ) ( I ) .  The  D i r e c t o r  sha l l  a c t  
upon  a  pe t i t i on  w i t h in  180  days  a f t e r  i t s  f i l i ng ,  and  sha l l  a pp rove  such  pe t i t i on  i f  t h e  
documen t  p r ov ide s  equa l  o r  g rea te r  r i go r  and  r e l i ab i l i t y  a s  compared  t o  ISO/ IEC  Gu ide  
62 .  



`(b )  ACCREDITAT ION-  A  pe r son  pub l i sh ing  a  documen t  se t t i ng  f o r t h  gu idance  o r  
r equ i r emen t s  f o r  t he  app rova l  o f  a c c red i t a t i on  bod ie s  t o  a c c red i t  t h i r d  pa r t i e s  
desc r ib ed  i n  subsec t i on  ( a )  may  pe t i t i o n  t he  D i r e c to r  t o  app rove  such  documen t  f o r  
u se  a s  des c r ibed  in  s ec t i on  3 (7 ) (B ) ( i i i ) ( I ) .  The  D i r e c t o r  sha l l  a c t  upon  a  pe t i t i on  
w i t h in  180  days  a f t e r  i t s  f i l i ng ,  and  sha l l  app rove  such  pe t i t i on  i f  t he  documen t  
p rov id es  equa l  o r  g rea t e r  r i go r  and  r e l i ab i l i t y  a s  compared  t o  ISO/ IEC  Gu ide  61 .  

` ( c )  LABORATORY  ACCREDITAT ION-  A  pe r son  pub l i sh i ng  a  documen t  se t t i ng  f o r th  
gu idance  o r  r equ i r emen t s  f o r  t he  a c c red i t a t i on  o f  l abo ra to r i e s  may  pe t i t i on  t he  
D i r e c to r  t o  app rove  such  documen t  f o r  u se  a s  des c r ib ed  in  se c t i on  3 (1 ) (A ) .  The  
D i r e c to r  sha l l  a c t  upon  a  pe t i t i on  w i t h in  180  days  a f t e r  i t s  f i l i ng ,  and  sha l l  app rove  
such  pe t i t i on  i f  t he  documen t  p rov id es  equa l  o r  g rea t e r  r i go r  and  r e l i ab i l i t y  a s  
compa red  t o  ISO/ IEC  Gu ide  25 .  

` (d )  APPROVAL  OF  ACCREDITAT ION  BODIES-  A  pe r son  pub l i sh ing  a  documen t  se t t i ng  
f o r th  gu idance  o r  r equ i r emen t s  f o r  t he  app rova l  o f  a c c r ed i t a t i on  bod i e s  t o  a c c red i t  
l abo ra to r i e s  may  pe t i t i on  the  D i r e c t o r  t o  app rove  such  documen t  f o r  u se  a s  des c r i bed  
in  s ec t i o n  3 (1 ) (B ) .  The  D i r e c to r  s ha l l  a c t  upon  a  pe t i t i o n  w i th in  180  days  a f t e r  i t s  
f i l i ng ,  and  sha l l  app rove  such  pe t i t i on  i f  t h e  documen t  p rov id es  equa l  o r  g rea t e r  r i go r  
and  r e l i ab i l i t y  a s  compared  t o  ISO/ IEC  Gu ide  58 .  I n  add i t i on  t o  any  o the r  vo lun ta ry  
l abo ra to ry  a c c red i t a t i on  p rog rams  tha t  may  be  e s tab l i s hed  by  p r i va te  sec to r  pe r sons ,  
t he  D i r e c to r  sha l l  e s t ab l i s h  a  Na t i ona l  Vo l un ta ry  Labo ra to ry  Acc red i t a t i o n  P rog ram,  f o r  
t he  a c c red i t a t i on  o f  l a bo ra to r i e s  a s  desc r ibed  in  s ec t i o n  3 (1 ) (B ) ,  t ha t  mee t s  t he  
r equ i r emen t s  o f  ISO/ IEC  Gu ide  58  ( o r  ano the r  documen t  app roved  by  the  D i r e c to r  
unde r  t h i s  s ubsec t i on ) ,  i n c lud ing  r ev i s i ons  f r om t ime  t o  t ime .  

` (e )  AFF IRMATION-  (1 )  An  a c c r ed i t a t i on  body  a c c red i t i n g  t h i r d  pa r t i e s  who  ce r t i f y  
manu fac tu r i ng  sys t ems  as  f a s t ene r  qua l i t y  a s su rance  sys tems  as  desc r ib ed  in  s ec t i o n  
3 (7 ) (B ) ( i i i ) ( I )  sha l l  a f f i rm  to  t he  D i r e c to r  t ha t  i t  mee t s  t he  r equ i r emen t s  o f  ISO/ IEC  
Gu ide  61  ( o r  ano the r  documen t  app roved  by  the  D i r e c to r  unde r  s ubsec t i on  ( b ) ) ,  
i n c lud ing  r ev i s i ons  f r om t ime  t o  t ime .  

` (2 )  An  ac c red i t a t i on  body  ac c red i t i ng  l abo ra t o r i e s  a s  d e sc r ibed  i n  sec t i on  3 (1 ) (B )  
sha l l  a f f i rm  to  t he  D i r e c to r  t ha t  i t  mee t s  t he  r equ i r emen t s  o f  ISO/ IEC  Gu ide  58  ( o r  
ano the r  documen t  app roved  by  t he  D i r e c to r  unde r  subsec t i on  (d ) ) ,  i n c lud i ng  r ev i s i ons  
f r om t ime  t o  t ime .  

` (3 )  An  a f f i rma t ion  r equ i r ed  unde r  pa rag raph  (1 )  o r  ( 2 )  sha l l  t ake  the  f o rm  o f  a  se l f -
dec la ra t i on  t ha t  t he  a c c red i t a t i o n  body  mee t s  t he  r equ i r emen t s  o f  t he  app l i c ab l e  
Gu ide ,  s i gned  by  an  au tho r i z ed  r ep resen ta t i v e  o f  t h e  a c c red i t a t i on  body ,  w i t hou t  
r equ i r emen t  f o r  a c company ing  documen ta t i on .  Any  such  a f f i rma t ion  sha l l  be  
cons id e r ed  t o  be  a  con t inuous  a f f i rma t ion  t ha t  t he  a c c red i t a t i on  body  mee t s  t he  
r equ i r emen t s  o f  t he  app l i c ab le  Gu ide ,  un l e s s  and  un t i l  t h e  a f f i rma t ion  i s  w i t hd rawn  by  
the  a c c r ed i t a t i on  body . ' .  

SEC.  11 .  APPLICABILITY .  

A t  t he  end  o f  t he  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  A c t ,  i n s e r t  t h e  f o l l ow ing  new  sec t i on :  

`SEC.  11 .  APPLICABILITY .  

`The  r equ i r emen t s  o f  t h i s  Ac t  sha l l  be  app l i c ab l e  on ly  t o  f a s t ene r s  f ab r i c a ted  180  days  
o r  more  a f t e r  t h e  da t e  o f  t he  enac tmen t  o f  t h e  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t  Amendment s  Ac t  
o f  1999 ,  ex cep t  t ha t  i f  a  manu fac tu re r  o r  d i s t r i bu to r  o f  f a s t ene r s  f ab r i c a t ed  be f o re  
t ha t  da te  p r epa res  a  r e co rd  o f  con fo rmance  f o r  such  f a s t ene r s ,  r ep r esen ta t i on s  abou t  
such  f a s t ene r s  sha l l  be  sub je c t  t o  t he  r equ i r emen t s  o f  t h i s  Ac t . ' .  



SEC.  12 .  COMPTROLLER GENERAL  REPORT.  

No t  l a t e r  t han  2  yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  da te  o f  t he  enac tmen t  o f  t h i s  Ac t ,  t he  Compt ro l l e r  
Gene ra l  sha l l  t r ansm i t  t o  t he  Cong ress  a  r epo r t  des c r ib i ng  any  changes  in  i ndus t r y  
p rac t i c e  r e su l t i ng  f r om o r  appa ren t l y  r e su l t i ng  f r om the  enac tmen t  o f  s e c t i on  3 (6 ) (B )  
o f  t he  Fas tene r  Qua l i t y  Ac t ,  a s  added  by  sec t i on  3  o f  t h i s  Ac t .  

Pas sed  the  House  o f  Rep resen ta t i v e s  May  11 ,  1999 .  

A t t e s t :  

C le rk .  

END  

 


